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The Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 defines a Conservation Area as 
"an area of special architectural or 
historic interest the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve and enhance".  For the 
designation of Conservation Areas to be 
effective, it is important that rational and 
consistent judgements are made in 
determining their special qualities and 
local distinctiveness, as well as their 
value to the local community.  Such 
judgements should be based on a 
thorough understanding of the area in its 
wider context, reached through a 
detailed appraisal of its character.�
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DEFINITION OF NORTH FERRIBY ’S 

SPECIAL INTEREST 
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TOPOGRAPHY AND SETTING OF 

THE CONSERVATION AREA 
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KEY BUILDINGS  
 
In addition to the Listed Buildings 
detailed above, there are some unlisted 
buildings, which make significant 
contributions to both the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area, 
which are as follows:- 
 
Melton Road- Nos. 2 and 4 
 
High Street- Nos. 45-57, No. 9 and its 
coachhouse and The Duke of 
Cumberland. 
 
Church Road- The Old School, Master 
House and No. 25  
Low Street – Nos. 21 and 25  
 
Station Road – No. 38, The Old School 
(No. 32), The Vicarage and Nos. 28 and 
30 
 

 
Nos. 45-57 High Street. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS AND 

FEATURES 
�
Few of the buildings within the proposed 
Conservation Area appear to be more 
than 250 years old with most dating 
from the late 18th or 19th century. 
�
Buildings are generally brick or white 
painted render with clay pantile or slate 
roofs, although Rosemary tiles also 
make an appearance. There are also 
varying combinations of these materials, 
such as the use of rendering at ground 
floor e.g. Nos. 2 and 4 Low Street, 
which is appropriate to their period, or 
the combined use of brick, render and 
timber frame effect e.g. Nos. 25 and 27 
High Street, opposite Aston Hall Drive. 
 
Chimneys make a significant 
contribution to the character of the 
Conservation Area, providing an 
interesting and varied roofscape.   
 
Any new development should seek to 
respect these materials and features. 
 
KEY VIEWS AND VISTAS  
 
North Ferriby is quite a substantial 
Conservation Area in terms of size, and 
contains a few different character zones, 
which will be detailed later. It also has a 
number of important views, all of which 
possess slightly different characteristics. 
These are as follows:  
�
· Views west from the corner of 

Swanland Hill looking down High 
Street.  From this point the character 
is one of large buildings set within 
substantial mature tree planted 
grounds, such as the impressive 
Ferriby Hall (Medici’s) and Ferriby 
House (both listed). The other main 
feature is one of front boundary 
walls, particularly those belonging to 
the two buildings mentioned above. 
Indeed, walls are a common feature 
throughout the Conservation Area, 

although a careful balance between 
hard and soft landscaping exists. 
Beyond these buildings this character 
continues, up to and including the 
Duke Of Cumberland, after which 
the character appears to change to 
one of enclosure. 
 

· Views south towards the church, 
from the junction where Swanland 
Hill, High Street, Ferriby High Road 
and Church Road meet – This is an 
important tree lined view down 
towards the church with its 
impressive spire. 

 
· Views along Turners Lane – This 

offers impressive vistas in either 
direction. The character is one of 
enclosure with greenery forming one 
side of the lane and hard landscaping 
in the form of walls and the end of 
the stable block to Ferriby House on 
the other. This combination creates a 
tunnel effect, particularly at the 
southern end, where the trees 
overhang the road, creating shading 
and therefore intensifying the effect.  
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CHURCH ROAD 
�
This greenery and sense of openness 
around the junction is continued down 
Church Road. This is partly due to the 
school grounds of North Ferriby Church 
of England Primary School, which 
occupies land on both the east and west 
sides of Church Road. The main part of 
the school, located to the south of 
Ferriby House, is actually built on part 

of the house’s former gardens, of which 
the boundary wall still remains. It runs 
down the west side of Church Road to 
the corner of School Lane before turning 
at a right angle down School Lane. 
Consistent with the rest of the 
Conservation Area, a mixture of hedge 
and tree planting exists above the wall 
and helps provide a screen to the school 
behind, when walking along either side 
of the road. Unfortunately, however, 
there is a gap in the skyline around the 
entrance to the school on the west side of 
the road due to a lack of trees. This 
makes the school, a building of little 
architectural merit, visible from the main 
junction to the north of Church Road. 
This jars with the otherwise tree-lined 
street. There is, however, evidence of 
some tree planting here, which in the 
fullness of time will enhance the rest of 
the streetscene. Further planting in this 
area should be encouraged, as should the 
rebuilding of the boundary wall in front 
of the adjacent sub-station, which 
appears to have been removed to form a 
parking bay. This has a very negative 
impact and is particularly noticeable 
because the only other entrance in this 
stretch of historic wall is the one to the 
school, which is narrower. 
 
The east side of the road is more open, 
due to the presence of modern hoop 
railings that form the boundary to the 
school, which allow views through to the 
playing fields beyond. Notwithstanding 
this, however, the presence of trees 
behind the railings does create a balance 
with the opposite side of the road, which 
cumulatively serves to provide a green 
tree lined corridor to the Victorian 
Church beyond, with its impressive 
spire. 
 
Buildings other than the Church only 
come into sight when approaching the 
junction with School Lane, at which 
point a range of inter / post-war semi-
detached housing becomes visible on the 
west side of the street. These are two 
storeys high and built in red brick with 
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hipped Rosemary tiled roofs and central 
chimney stacks. Although not of any 
architectural merit these buildings, and 
their hedge lined front gardens in 
particular, do contribute to the character 
of the Conservation Area. The latter is 
important because the main character of 
Church Road is generally one of 
buildings well set back from the 
pavement behind established gardens, 
which further accentuates the Church as 
the main built element and feature within 
the road. 
 

 
View from Swanland Hill junction looking 
southeast towards the school. 
 
In terms of the built character the east 
side of the road is more interesting both 
architecturally and historically, although 
visually less apparent due to the discreet 
positioning of the buildings away from 
the back edge of the pavement. They are 
set behind mature tree planted front 
gardens, which provide shading. These 
buildings are The Old School and Master 
House. No 25 with its white rendered 
walls, red clay pantiled roof and siting 
close to the road does not follow this 
trend, however, it is of historic interest 
and by virtue of its location is also a key 
building within Church Road.  
 
SCHOOL LANE 
 
School Lane’s main character is its sense 
of enclosure, attributed to the narrow 
carriageway and added to by the historic 
boundary wall and hedge above.  
 

From Church Road, looking west along 
School Lane, and vice versa, this feeling 
is particularly strong. However, once 
mid way along the lane this feeling is 
weakened by the introduction of post- 
war housing to the south, which is set 
back from the lane behind low planting 
and the occasional low boundary wall. 
Hedge planting should be encouraged in 
this area in order to intensify the sense of 
enclosure.  
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